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A SPECIAL NOTE

When Dr. James Croft told me he was going to commission a concerto for me to play with the Florida State
University Wind Orchestra, I was touched by his generosity and selflessness and excited to be a part of this
opportunity to add to the bassoon's repertory. When he told me that the composer he was going to commission was
Eric Ewazen, I was thrilled. Eric is a wonderful composer and a fine gentleman, and it has been an honor to premiere a
new concerto from him. It was a special privilege to perform the Concerto for Bassoon and Wind Ensemble at the
32nd Annual Conference of the International Double Reed Society in June, 2003. When I discussed the project with
the composer, he asked for recorded samples of my performances, which I eagerly provided, hoping my style of
playing would inspire his writing. If it did, then I am grateful, but in tum his composition has inspired me. It was a joy
to have a composer take the bassoon seriously as a solo voice, not giving in to the usual novelties of the instrument as
so often presented by others, and to produce a serious work of length and substance. I think Eric has composed a
modem masterpiece, a profound work of depth and meaning that captures the soul of the bassoon.

Jeff Keesecker, February 2004

Eric Ewazen's Concerto for Bassoon and Wind Ensemble was premiered on April 14,2002 at Florida State
University by bassoonist Jeffrey Keesecker and the FSU Wind Orchestra. The European premiere of the Concerto
took place in Jonkoping, Sweden on July 1, 2003 (with the same performers) at the World Association of Symphonic
Bands and Ensembles (W ASBE) Conference. The piano version of the Concerto was premiered at Long Beach, New
York on December 15,2002 by bassoonist Seth Baer and pianist Karen Baer.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Eric Ewazen was born in 1954 in Cleveland, Ohio. .He studied composition with Samuel Adler, Milton
Babbitt, Warren Benson, Gunther Schuller, and Joseph Schwantner at the Eastman School of Music, Tanglewood and
The Juilliard School, where he received his DMA. He has been a membet of the faculty at Juilliard since 1980,
composer-in-residence with the St. Luke's Chamber Ensemble of New York City, lecturer for the New York
Philharmonic's Musical Encounter Series and vice-president of the League of Composers-ISCM.

A recipient of numerous composition awards and prizes, his works have been commissioned and performed by
many chamber ensembles and orchestras around the world. Soloists in performance of his music include members of
the New York Philharmonic, the Philadelphia Orchestra, the Boston Symphony, the Cleveland Orchestra, the Chicago
Symphony, the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, and the Vienna Philharmonic. His music has been heard at festivals
such as Woodstock, Tanglewood, Aspen, Caramoor, and the Music Academy of the West.

His chamber music and his sonatas for wind and brass instruments have quickly become staples of the
repertory. Southern Music Company has published a number of compositions by Dr. Ewazen, including his sonatas
for trumpet, horn and trombone; the Concerto for Tuba (or Bass Trombone); Concerto for Trumpet and Strings;
Roaring Fork Quintet (woodwind quintet); Ballade for Trombone (or Bass Trombone) and Piano; Ballade, Pastorale
and Dance for Flute, Horn and Piano; Down a River of Time, a concerto for oboe; and Trio for Trumpet, Violin and
Piano.

Well-Tempered Productions has released two all-Ewazen compact discs, featuring, among other ensembles
and soloists; the American Brass Quintet and the St. Luke's Chamber Ensemble. In addition, Albany Records has also
released two all-Ewazen compact discs: "Bass Hits" which includes a variety of compositions featuring the Bass
Trombone played by some of the most renowned performers on that instrument, and "Orchestra Music and
Concertos". Among his recorded works are the Symphony in Brass (Summit Brass on Summit Records), Colchester
Fantasy (American Brass Quintet on Summit Records, and the Center City Brass Quintet on d'Note Records), Sonata
for Trombone (Joseph Alessi on Cala Records), Trio for Trumpet, Violin and Piano (Philip Smith on Cala Records),
The Diamond World (the Ahn Trio on EM! Classics), Ballad for Clarinet, Harp, and String Orchestra (CRS
Records), The Tiger (Robert White, tenor, on Hyperion), Roaring Fork Quintet (Borealis Wind Quintet on Helicon),
Ballade, Pastorale and Dance (Margaret Swinchoski on Albany Records), Dagon II (David Taylor on New World
Records), and Shadowcatcher (the American Brass Quintet accompanied by the Juilliard Wind Ensemble on New
World Records).

* k k k k k%

The score and parts to Concerto for Bassoon and Wind Ensemble
were engraved using Finale ® music software.
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